PATRIOTIC THEMES IN MODERN ART PAINTING OF INDONESIA

by Agus Priyatno

Lecturer at Visual Art Education FBS Unimed.

Abstract

Patriot, one who loves his or her country and supports its authority and interests. Patriotic
themes in modern art painting revealed patriotism. There were any patriotic themes in
modern art painting of Indonesia. Painter Raden Saleh expressed patriotic event in his
painting with title Prince Diponegoro was Arrested. Others, painters created patriotic
themes, among of them were Dullah, Sudjojono, Basoeki Abdullah, from recent
generation Dede Eri Supria. Painting depicted patriotic themes was very important to
raise sense of belonging to nation, country, and homeland. But only a few paintiers
created themes like that. Only a few painters interested to paint patriotic themes.
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Introduction

Paintings depicted patriotism were created infrequently by painters at present.
Paintings depicted patriotism were not interested to painters because it was difficult to
create. Painters must research about texts of history and also archeological remains.
To create them, painters need long time and cost dear. Else, economic value

frequently more expensive than cost of production.

Paintings depicted patriotism were ignored by painters in Indonesia, whereas it had
strategic values to raise sense of belonging to nation and homeland. We must think it

over that paintings depicted patriotic themes were important to our nation.
Patriotic themes in Painting Beyon Seas.

Paintings depicted patriotism with title The Oath of The Horath (1784) created by
Jacque Louis David, described patriotism in Horath family. It was Romans story. It
was categorized as neoclassic painting that constructed visually by painter based on

archeological research. Painting was created not based on imagination but by
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scientific approach, based on archeological remains in Pompeii and excavations in

Greek. Cloth, swords, architecture, and others painted based on research.

This painting was created as a mean to raise patriotism and braveness the people of
France. It depicted three patriots brotherly Oath to Roman Empire, they would gave
battle to the enemy of Romans. Three brothers ready to fight and oath in front of their
father. Right side, their mother and sisters in a swoon and despondent. They were
crying for salvation of them that would go for war. His mother and sisters bewildered
because the enemy were their own family, Horatii family. This painting depicted that
the Kingdom and Romans interest was before all else, above that on the family

interest.

Be sides France, paintings depicted patriotic themes also created in several country.
Among other things, paintings that depicted patriotic event in World War | and 11,

also civil war in United Stated.
Patriotic Themes in Painting in Indonesia.

The famous painting depicted patriotic theme in Indonesia was painting described
arresting of Prince Diponegoro. It was created by Raden Saleh (1807-1880). Prince
Diponegoro, cloth, weapons, his followers were constructed visually based on reality
in actual fact. Also general of Dutch, postchaise, soldiers, and anything about them
painted as what looked like. Even the location and landscape as background of
painting also created based on factual fact. The paintings come in sight real because
all created based on real evident by scientific research that very reasonable.

Other painting was created by Sudjojono, theme was war of Sultan Agung the King of
Mataram against Jan Pieter Zoencoen governor VOC in Batavia (Jakarta). Painting
was created by research. He needed long time, more than three years he observed. He
also research in Dutch country to observed the face of JP Coen and uniform of
soldiers, also weapons they used. Else, Sudjojono also created painting depicted

revolution war and guerrilla fighters.

Dullah was realist and naturalist painter, he was known as landscape and beautiful girl

painter. But among of his paintings, there were any painting that described patriotic



event. They were Guerrilla war and Indonesia under occupied of Dutch, also

revolution war.

Basoeki Abdullah was known as Mooi Indie painter, but he also created patriotic
paintings. There were any paintings that depicted patriotic figures such as Prince
Diponeogro ride a horse. Also the face of heroes such as Pattimura, Ki Hajar

Dewantoro, Dr. Soetomo, R.A Kartini, and Cut Nyak Dien.

Dede Eri Supria depicted patriotism of Aceh war. People of Aceh battle against Dutch
army that try to accupy this land as their colony. Patriotism Aceh people was
revealed in this painting. Dutch invaded Aceh, they attacked Aceh people with guns
and cannon, Aceh people battle against them with swords.

Beside them, there were any painting depicted heroic themes created by other
painters. Joes Supadyo depicted patriotic figure of general Soedirman. Alex Wetik
depicted patriotic figure of Walter Monginsidi. Tjondrohandojo depicted patriotic

figure with title “victim of Revolution War”
Engrafted Patriotism

Paintings depicted patriotism based on research give visual facts that was reasonable.
Paintings based on research also raise impress that happening was contextual and real.
The influence was very different if paintings were created based on imagination.
Paintings based on research could gave a large number influence to people to

engrafted patriotism character.

Paintings depicted patriotic themes could elongating collective memory about heroic
happening. Collective memory build togetherness as a community. They fell gloried
had figures overawed, such as a hero. To elongated collective memory of people,
painting depicted patriotic themes could be used as illustrate in history books.
Paintings also could be duplicated in large number, paintings were duplicated several
times and displayed in official buildings or school. Original painting could be
displayed or become property of National Gallery. By these ways, patriotic character
could be engrafted to people.

It was Difficult and Long Time



Paintings depicted patriotic themes based on research was very important for
Indonesians, but such paintings were not easy to create and need so long time.
Frequently it was very difficult, because painters must create based on facts. They
could not create by their own free will. Recently, painters ignored to created paintings
depicted patriotic themes because it was difficult and economically there were no
benefit. Painters take realistic attitude, they create paintings based on real reasons.

They need money to fulfill their current need.

Create paintings depicted patriotic themes based on historical research and archeology
remains could not be finished in short time. Painters must be patient to observe
history manuscript and archeology remains. Despitefully, at first of every research
frequently high cost. Government or people who has ability to defrayed, they must be

support painters to create such paintings by research.
Official Painters

One time, painters were asked by president to create paintings depicted certain
themes. First president of Indonesia, Soekarno, ordered so many painting to painters.
In other countries, leaders or kings call painter to create painting depicted leaders of
nation. Basoeki Abdullah was an Indonesian painter, frequently he was asked for
create paintings prominent figures like as president, prime minister, queens, and

kings.

President or government official could asked for painter to create painting depicted
heroic and patriotic themes. Painters were elected by official could create paintings
and they were getting a run for his works. In such a way that they could create
painting collectedly and comfort. Their paintings could be displayed in public

buildings to deserved patriots, defenders of homeland.
Reasons to Create

Paintings depicted patriotic themes were one of 14 purpuses in creation of art, such
painting was to revealed truth and immortalized. Louis in Understanding Art (1995)
identified 14 purposes of art. 1. to create beauty, 2. To provide decoration, 3. To
reveal truth, 4. To immortalize, 5. To express religious values, 6. To express fantasy,

7. To stimulate the intelect and fire the emotions, 8. To create order and harmony, 9.
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To express chaos, 10. To record and commemorate experience, 11. To reflect the
social and cultural context, 12. To protest injustice and raise social consciousness, 13.

To elevate the commonplace, 14. To meet the needs of the artist.

Consclusions

A bit of paintings depicted patriotic themes as compared to a great deal of patriotic
events was apprehensive. Paintings depicted patriotic themes used to introduce
prominent figures as heroes to people. Painting could casting light upon quickly than

texts or words. Painting could engraft nationalism efficiently and effectively.

Paintings depicted patriotic themes could be used to so many utility. For example,
painting used as an explanation in patriot museum. A case in point, patriotic history of
general Soedirman could be depicted in number of painting. Then, paintings
desplayed in Museum, by this way museum more interesting. Museum become a
place to study tour for students. Adorably painting make students happy when they

learn struggle history of their heroes.

Other example, residency buliding in Magelang was the place of arrested prince
Diponegoro could be used as museum fulfilled with patriotic history. Paintings
depicted prominent figures of patriot desplayed in that building. Museum would be
more interesting if there any paintings depicted the patriot. Regrettably, instead of
create painting depicted patriotic history of prince Diponegoro, history building could

be used as museum, it used only as government administration office.

In North Sumatera, patriotic history of Sisingamangaraja must be depicted in painting.
His patriotic scene could be revealed by painting, so then it was desplayed in
Museum. People of North Sumatera getting acquainted with national heroes from
their region by this way, because paintings could give an explanation about history so
quickly. Visitors in museum could understand patriotic history of Sisingamangaraja

in easy way and in short notice.

Museum of patriots desplayed with a large number of painting as a tourism

destination, or as a place for study tour to students, had a role in education process. In



this case, process in learning of patriotic history. While touring in museum, patriotic
history engrafted in students consciousness. A learning model like that make students
happy. Regrettably, they do not already built. Moreover create paintings to desplayed
in the building.

Paintings depicted history of patriot could be duplicated as illustration in history
book. It could be used as pictures among the texts, so history book become more
interesting and not make boring. Tiredness caused by read sentences could be chipper
with interesting paintings. By this way, students will chipper read book described
history of their heroes. Engrafted sense of nation will be going by relax, not boring.

Else, history of patriots also could be duplicated in real measured. Duplications could
be desplayed in public building, such private office or official, or in school. If
painting depicted patriotic was so very interesting, certainly so many people would be
interested. There is nothing wrong, introduce patriots by such painting. As
comparison, may be it is not one hundred percents correct, beyond seas monument
depicted patriot were built in public space, in down town. And it could be seen by

public.
Government’s role

Central or local government could take a role as supporter. They support painters in
order to create painting depicted patriots. There were any way to do it, among of them

was direct order to painters.

Government also could support academic domain, particularly in visual art
programme, in order to they create painting depicted patriotism. Lecturers whose
teach visual arts were asked to create painting depicted patriotism which is based on
study literature and scientific approach. Any university asked for create painting
depicted history of patriot from their own region. If any university in Indonesia had
ability to crate paintings like that, there would so many paintings depicted patriotic
theme. These paintings would be useful for people to engrafted nationalism.
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Appendix

Painting depicted Soeltan Agung, king of Mataram, battle against Pieterzoon Coen Governor
VOC in Batavia, created by Sudjojono.

Painting depicted Aceh people battle against Dutch army, created by Dede Eri Supria.



Painting depicted Revolution fighters, created by Dullah.

Painting depicted the fighters prepare to guerrila war, created by Dullah.
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Painting depicted the patriotic figure of prince Diponegoro, created by Basoeki Abdullah

11






